Consider the differential equations
where u x (x) = fl(x:)t/ k )(;t) and ^(x) = >4(x)i/ fc )(x). We assume that the functions a(x) 9 We establish the existence of a smallest positive eigenvalue for both of these eigenvalue problems and prove comparison theorems relating the eigenvalues. Our
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results generalize the classical selfadjoint eigenvalue comparison theorems in two distinct ways. First, we allow the principal part of the differential equation to be of arbitrary order; thereby, allowing the problem to be nonselfadjoint. Second, even in the case where the principal part of the differential equation is formally selfadjoint, that is, when n = 2k, the eigenvalue problem does not reduce to a selfadjoint eigenvalue problem unless p t (x) = 0 for i = 1, 2, . . . , fc -1. Only in this case does the Courant Minimum Principle apply yielding that the last positive eigenvalues of (1.1) and (1. If Eigenvalue comparison theorems of the "integral type", such as appear in Theorem 1.2, were first established by Z. Nehari [1] for second order differential equations, and later extended to selfadjoint equations of order 2n by C. C. Travis [2] . 
